
 
 

 
Greetings everyone.  As your PMI Manitoba 2008-2009 President I welcome you 
to our first newsletter edition of 2008. 
 
With just 2 days on the job as President, I am very excited about the year ahead 
and working closely with a great line up of volunteers including your newly 
elected 2008-2009 Board of Directors: 
 
Toby Elson, PMP President   Cindy Genyk, PMP Membership 
Nick DeStefano, PMP Vice-President Ed Wright, PMPTreasurer 
Donna Castellano, PMP Past President Ray Hope, PMP Marketing 
Cindy Elliott, Secretary   Bob Suen, PMPCommunications 
Johnathan Fahr    Christa Ferreira, PMP Programs 
Professional Development 
 
Your 2008-2009 board is comprised of 4 returning board members, 3 
experienced committee volunteers and 3 brand new volunteers – a well rounded 
group that will bring both valuable chapter experience as well as fresh ideas. 
 
I would like to personally extend my thanks to the retiring board of directors many 
of whom I have worked alongside for the past number of years.  Each of their 
contributions has been instrumental in growing PMI Manitoba and continuing to 
deliver high quality services to our members. 
 
The year ahead is shaping up to be a busy one.  On March 27, PMI Manitoba will 
host its annual curling event followed closely by the ever popular Professional 
Development Days on April 29-30.  The Programs committee has also arranged 
a series of interesting lunch meeting speakers with lots of opportunities for 
members to network and further educate themselves. 
 
Thank you for your membership and please do not hesitate to contact either 
myself (president@pmimanitoba.org or 204.934.2838) or any of the Board of 
Directors with things we are doing well or things you’d like to see improved.  
Please visit our website at http://www.pmimanitoba.org/ for complete details on 
all chapter events and how you too can become a chapter volunteer. 
 
 
Toby Elson, PMP
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President’s Message 

Building Professionalism in Project Management sinc e 1994. 
 
We are the premier enabler and advocate of project management in Manitoba.  
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PMI Manitoba conducted its Annual General Meeting (AGM) on Tuesday, March 4, 2008.  Similar to last year, the event 
was conducted at the Winnipeg Convention Centre with a great attendance of 122 members and 3 guests. 
 
The AGM began with Donna Castellano (2007-2008 President) reviewing the many accomplishments between March 
2007 – February 2008.  Major highlights included a “meet & greet” held in Brandon, a sold out Brandon workshop, launch 
of the chapter’s new logo & website and a subsidized “logo wear” offer. 
 
Michael Delaurier, CA, from Lazer Grant LLP then reviewed highlights from the chapter’s audited financial statements for 
the period ending December 31, 2007. 
 
Donna then invited the 2007-2008 Board of Directors to the stage and personally recognized the contributions of 6 retiring 
board members: Lorna Weir (Past President), Jeff Henry (Marketing), Connie Klawis (Professional Development), Ed 
Belanger (Treasurer), Donna Vincent (Secretary) and John McLeod (Membership). 
 
Donna then congratulated the incoming 2008-2009 President, Toby Elson, who continued to facilitate the remainder of the 
AGM.  Toby thanked Donna for her significant and memorable contributions during her year as President and then invited 
John Davidson, Nominations Chair to announce the Membership and Secretary position election results and introduce the 
2008-2009 board of directors. 
 
Toby congratulated the 2008-2009 Board of Directors and then reviewed highlights 
of the plans for 2008-2009 including the transition to a new bookkeeper, transition to 
a new online registration tool, continuation of the chapter’s Brandon outreach, as 
well as strategic initiatives of further enhancing the chapter’s website and 
documenting internal processes to assist in the transition between directors and 
volunteers. 
 
Upon closing of the official AGM business, the guest speaker, David Zinger, 
presented a dynamic session on “Go APE: Applied Project Engagement” that was 
highly interactive and included working in pairs, engaging in a high quality 
interaction with other attendees and table discussions on what gives/takes away energy from people on projects. 
 
Thank you to all the volunteers responsible for making the AGM such a success, for the members who came out and 
voted for their selected candidates and the Winnipeg Convention Centre for great service and a fabulous meal as always. 
 
Toby Elson, PMP 

 
The 4th annual Project of the Year awards was held February 19th at the Winnipeg Convention Centre.  This  
event attracted a record number of attendees and a record number of project submissions.  Donna Castellano, 
PMI President, opened the event and introduced Jim Rondeau, Minister of Science, Technology, Energy & 
Mines who brought greetings from the province. 
 
A presentation then profiled the 10 projects and their respective submitting organizations.  Donna then 
presented each project with an engraved personalized glass award in the shape of the Province of Manitoba to 
recognize their participation. 
 

2008 Project of the Year 

2008 Annual General Meeting 

Membership Statistics  
 
Increase 3.1% 
Members 526 
PMP’s  234 
CAPM’s 5 
Volunteers 50 
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3rd place went to the Hospital Information System Project which was submitted by Manitoba eHealth and the 
St. Boniface General Hospital while 2nd place was the SMART project which was submitted by the 
Accommodation Services Division of the Department of Transportation and Infrastructure of the Province Of 
Manitoba. 
 
The 2008 Project of the Year award went to the Northeast Pioneers Greenway Project which was submitted by 
the Public Works Department for the Transportation Engineering Division for the City of Winnipeg.  This project 
involved the redevelopment of the CPR Marconi Line to a pathway that is used extensively by area residents. 
 
Each of the 3 finalists received a beautiful etched glass trophy.  Following 
the event, the Winnipeg Free Press interviewed the winning team that 
resulted in a great article and picture in the Business section on February 
20th. 
 
PMI would like to thank all the project submitters, the PMI Membership & 
Programs Committees as well as the Project of the Year Committee of 
Kathie Allardyce, Brad Mundy & Allan Okano. 
 
Project Submissions  
 

· Event Controller Project  – OlaTech Corporation. 
· TAXcess Online Business Taxpayer Services Project  – Taxation Division, Department of Finance, 

Province of Manitoba 
· Human Resources Service Excellence PeopleSoft Proje ct  – Canadian Wheat Board / IBM 
· Safety Engineered Needles Project  – Winnipeg Regional Health Authority 
· Leasing Administration Project  – National Leasing 
· Northeast Pioneers Greenway Project  – City of Winnipeg, Public Works Department,  Transportation 

Engineering Division 
· SMART Project   - Accommodation Services Division, Department of Transportation & Infrastructure, 

Province of Manitoba 
· Project Eagle  – Vansco Electronics LP 
· Utilization Management Tool Project  – Winnipeg Regional Health Authority / Manitoba eHealth 
· Hospital Information System Project – Manitoba eHealth / St. Boniface General Hospital 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project of the Year Nominees 
 

Allan Okano, PMP 
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The Power of Knowledge – and PDU’s to back it up!  
 
As the premier enabler and advocate of Project Management in Manitoba, PMI Manitoba’s 2008 Professional 
Development Days offer an opportunity to carry out our mission by presenting local and international speakers to share 
their knowledge, techniques, tips and tricks to enhance your mastery of project management. 
 
Join us, along with our exciting line-up of speakers on April 29th and 30th at the Victoria Inn Hotel and Conference Centre, 
as we return to a mixed, two-day format, combining keynote addresses, breakout sessions and workshops. 
 
The theme this year is The Power of Knowledge,  as evidenced by our exciting line up of speakers. 
 
Day 1 features two tracks of breakout sessions, a networking reception at day’s end and three excellent, motivating 
keynote addresses. Vijay Verma is our opening keynote speaker where he will discuss the Power of Influence.  The 
afternoon sessions will be kicked off with Mark Mullaly talking about Personality, Proficiency & Passion. 
 
Of special interest, to close off Day 1, we are excited to bring you Joan McCusker, Olympic Gold Medalist in Curling and 
CBC Sports Commentator. She will entertain and motivate you with her presentation “Characteristics of Successful 
People” after the Networking Reception. Her presentation style is light and humorous, but her message is clear. Attitude is 
everything. 
 
Day 2 follows with five tracks of workshops on a wide variety of topics.  
 
Information can be found about PMI’s Professional Development Days on our 
chapter website: http://www.pmimanitoba.org/conference  Please contact 
pmconference@pmimanitoba.org if you have any questions. 
 
Registration is open and seats are filling up, so register early to avoid any 
disappointments and to qualify for prize draws. Invoices can be dated as needed. 
 
We look forward to seeing you in the spring! 
 
Johnathan Fahr 
 

 
THE STARS WERE OUT AT 
THE MILLENIUM CENTRE 

 
These were some of the 93 “stars” PMI Manitoba Chapter 
recognized at its 2nd Annual Recognition Event held on 
February 21, 2008. 
 
The 2nd Annual PMI Recognition Event was an evening to 
recognize the PMI Manitoba Chapter volunteers and 
chapter sponsors and those individuals who have 
pursued and obtained their PMP / CAPM designations.  

Professional Development Days 

Recognition Event 

PMI Manitoba offers a spring 
PMP and CAPM information 
session  so you can set up your 
studying for certification.  This 
service is free for members and 
will be held on March 26th.  
Check the website 
(www.pmimanitoba.org) for 
more details. 
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The celebration took place at the magnificent Millennium Centre. Guests were treated to an evening of food, wine, 
entertainment, networking and recognition.  
 
While it may have been cold outside, things heated up inside with entertainment enthusiastically provided by a local 
Brazilian martial arts / dance group, Viva Capoeira.  
 
Robert Hagenstein handled the Master of Ceremonies duties. Volunteers received a gift from the chapter in appreciation 
of their services throughout the year. Letters of congratulations were handed out to the newly designated PMPs and 
CAPMs. PMI Manitoba Chapter sponsors were presented with plaques acknowledging their support. 
 
The photographer for this event was Todd van Buren. Additional photos can be viewed at 
http://www.agilityphotos.com/pmiawards/index.htm. 
 

 
 
 
Cindy Elliott 

CHAPTER VOLUNTEERS 2007 PMP 2007 CHAPTER SPONSORS 

Donna Castellano (President) 
Lorna Weir (Past President) 
Toby Elson (Vice President) 

Ed Belanger (Treasurer) 
Donna Vincent (Secretary) 

Communications:  
Bob Suen, Director 

Anton Abiiaka 
Brendan O'Connor 
Allan Okano (Golf 

Chair) 
Jeff Reitberger 

Marketing: 
Jeff Henry, Director 

Darlene Bouvier 
Russell Enns 
Paul Memka 
Les Howard 
Ray Hope 

Membership:  
John McLeod, Director 

Ira Reyes 
Kevin Roberts 

Kim Smith 
Melissa Trombo 

Bob Kury 
Lani Edwards 
Marty LePage 
Nominations: 
John Davidson 

Outreach: 
Tanya LaBuick 

Keith Arthur 
Programs: 

Nick DeStefano, 
Director 

Michael Bennett 
Murielle Collette 
Christa Ferreira 
James Robinson 
Dave Johnson 
Irene Wagner 

Professional 
Development: 

Connie Klawis, Director 
Conference 

Lucy Camara 
Yanik Sourisseau 

Simon Clayton 
Jon Cook 

Juanita DeSouza-
Huletey 

Johnathan Fahr 
Ray Hope 

Don Ruchkall 
Education 

Debbie Radtke 
Darla Saunders 

PMP/CAPM 
Barry Morrison 
Debra Akister 
Scott Munn 

RRC Partnership: 
Donna Castellano 

Project of the Year:  
Allan Okano, Chair 

Kathie Allardyce 
Brad Mundy 

Recognition Event: 
Cindy Elliott, Chair 

Toby Elson 
Lorraine Russell 
Raj Parswanna 

Donald Butcher 
Lucy Camara 

Gerardo Chernitky 
Randy Fingas 
Jeffrey Frank 

Iona Gruskin-Krozkin 
Terry Hanstead 
Bradley Janzen 

Evelyn Koski 
Bregje Kozak 

Jon Labun 
Arvind Pal Matharu 

Paul Memka 
Rasheed Mohammed 

Collin Neale 
James Niessen 
Ray Swiderek 

Thomas Thompson 
Keith Trudeau 

Allyn Gail Wolfram 
Kim Zayac 

 
 

2007 CAPM 
Feraz Ahamed 

Barbara Schneider 
 

GOLD 
Alitra Inc. 

Federated Insurance 
Great-West Life Assurance Company 

Investors Group 
Manitoba Public Insurance 
Online Business Systems 
PCGI Consulting Services 

Sierra Systems 
Smart PlanIT 

Timeshift Solutions 
Wawanesa Insurance 

Workers Compensation Board 
 

 
SILVER 

Canadian Wheat Board 
Mirage Consulting Ltd., 

Red River College 
 

BRONZE 
Kesitah Inc., 
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Who am I? 
 
I have been a member of the PMI Chapter since 1995. 
I chaired the first PMI Manitoba Conference in 2000. 
I was the Director of Professional Development in 2001 & 2002. 
I was the Vice President PMI Manitoba in 2003. 
I was the President PMI Manitoba in 2004. 
I was the Past President PMI Manitoba in 2005. 
 
Let me introduce myself.  My name is Heather Charles and I am the Region 2 Mentor. 
 
What does a Region 2 Mentor do?  I am the liaison between the 21 Chapters in Region 2 and PMI Global Operations 
Center (PMI GOC).  I work with all the chapters on providing information on what’s up and coming from PMI GOC, assist 
in dealing with any concerns and issues arising, and linking chapters together to assist one another with items such as 
development of policies, putting on professional development days, recommendations for board of director terms and 
numbers, as well as many others.   
 
I look forward to sharing further Region 2 news with you in future PMI Manitoba newsletters.   
 
Heather Charles 
Region 2 Mentor 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
March 26 PMP / CAPM Information Session 
March 27 6th Annual PMI MB Curling Funspiel 
April 15 Chapter Meeting 
April 29th & 30th Spring Conference 
May 6 Chapter Meeting 
June 6 Chapter Meeting 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Region 2 Update 
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PMI Manitoba would like to thank all of the sponsors for their continued support! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsors 

GOLD Sponsors 
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AAtkey Consulting Inc.      Millennium 3 Inc. - Training and Consulting  

members.shaw.ca/aatkey    Mill3-King.com 

�

�

SILVER Sponsors 

Educational Providers 

BRONZE Sponsors 
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The PMI MB Newsletter is published by the Communica tions Committee:  
 
Spring Edition: Lorraine Russell 
 
Editors: Jeff Reitberger, Robert Suen (Director) 
 
 
This is the first edi tion of the new look PMI MB newsletter.  We would l ike to 
thank the members with their suggestions in our new sletter survey.  
Congratulations to Lisa Mackenzie who won PMI MB me morabilia in a 
random draw. 
 
Look for more from our Sponsors and for enhancement s in the Summer 
Edition. 
 
Please visit www.pmimanitoba.org  for more information about PMI 
Manitoba. 
 
 
If you have any questions or suggestions or would l ike to submit an article 
for the PMI Manitoba Newsletter, please email:  
communications@pmimanitoba.org.  


